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tender emotion as primary ; 1 others, especially Mr. Alex.
Sutherland 2 and M. Ribot,3 recognise it as a true primary
and see in its impulse the root of all altruism ; Mr.
Sutherland, however, like Adam Smith and many othei
writers, has confused tender emotion with sympathy, a
serious error of incomplete analysis, which Ribot has
avoided.

The maternal instinct, which impels the mother to
protect and cherish her young, is common to almost
all the higher species of animals. Among the lower
animals the perpetuation of the species is generally pro-
vided for by the production of an immense number of
eggs or young (in some species of fish a single adult
produces more than a million eggs), which are left entirely
unprotected, and are so preyed upon by other creatures
that on the average but one or two attain maturity. As
we pass higher up the animal scale, we find the number
of eggs or young more and more reduced, and the diminu-
tion of their number compensated for by pariental pro-
tection. At the lowest stage this protection may consist
in the provision of some merely physical shelter, as in the
case of those animals that carry their eggs attached in
some way to their bodies. But, except at this lowest
stage, the protection afforded to the young always involves
some instinctive adaptation of the parent's behaviour.
We may see this even among the fishes, some of which
deposit their eggs in rude nests and watch over them,
driving away creatures that might prey upon them. From
this stage onwards protection of offspring becomes in-
creasingly psychical in character, involves more profound
modification of the parent's behaviour and a more pro-
longed period of more effective guardianship. The
highest stage is reached by those species in which each
female produces at a birth but one or two young and
protects them so efficiently that most of the young born
reach maturity; the maintenance of the species thus

1 See his chapter on the emotions in Professor Stout's Groundwork
of Psychology.
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